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s p o r t s  one
M I S S O IJ L A - -Informat ion S e r v i c e s  •  U n iv e rs i ty  of m o n t a n a  •  m i s s o u l a ,  m o n t a n a  59801 * (406)  243-2522
The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Montana G r i z z l i e s  w i l l  f a c e  t h e i r  s t r o n g e s t  o f f e n s i v e  foe to  d a te  
S a tu rday  when th e y  go a g a i n s t  Cal Poly  a t  San Luis Obisno ,  C a l i f .
"Cal  Poly  i s  a team t h a t  p u t s  a l o t  o f  n o i n t s  on th e  b o a r d , ” coach J ack  Swar thou t  
s a i d  Thursday ,  ’’and we’ l l  have  t o  p l a y  very  w e l l  t o  c o n t a i n  them ."  Swar thou t  has  been  
p r e p a r i n g  h i s  team t h i s  week f o r  t h e  s t r o n g  p a s s i n g  a t t a c k  he e x n e c t s  from th e  C a l i f o r n i a  
s c h o o l .
Montana goes i n t o  th e  8:30 p.m. MOT game ranked  f o u r t h  i n  t h e  n a t i o n  by A s s o c i a t e d  
P res s  and t i e d  f o r  t h i r d  w i th  Grambling C o l l eg e  by U ni ted  P re s s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l .  Nor th  
Dakota S t a t e  and Arkansas S t a t e  a re  one and two r e s p e c t i v e l y  in  b o th  n o i l s .
The Mustangs l o s t  a c l o s e  one (18-14)  l a s t  S a tu rd ay  t o  s c r a p n y  Boise S t a t e  in  
Boise ,  b u t  in  t h a t  game the y  g a in e d  330 y a rd s  i n r t h e  a i r  and 179 on t h e  ground f o r  an 
im p res s iv e  509 t o t a l  y a rd s .
Las t  y e a r ’ s Cal Poly  squad  was t h i r d  i n  t h e  n a t i o n  i n  s c o r i n g  (37 .2  p o i n t s  n e r  game),  
t h i r d  in  t o t a l  o f f e n s e  (448 ya rds  p e r  game) and f i f t h  in  r u s h in g  o f f e n s e  (293.8  ya rds  
p e r  game).
Montana’s on ly  p r e v io u s  mee t ing  w i th  Cal Poly  was in  1969 when t h e  Mustangs were 
f i f t h  n a t i o n a l l y  in  bo th  t o t a l  o f f e n s e  (438.6  y a rd s )  and r u s h i n g  o f f e n s e  (313.8  y a r d s ) .  
Montana won t h a t  game, 14-0.
Montana and Cal Poly have  a number o f  s i m i l a r i t i e s  - -  t h e y  a re  d e fe n d in g  chamnions 
o f  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  c o n f e r e n c e s ,  t h e y  u s u a l l y  s c o r e  a l o t  o f  n o i n t s  in  a b a l l  game, and
th e y  both  r e t u r n e d  o v e r  20 v e t e r a n s  from l a s t  y e a r ' s  teams.
There th e  s i m i l a r i t i e s  p r e t t y  much end.  Cal Poly  coach Joe  H arper  has  t h e  most 
v e t e r a n s  on h i s  d e f e n s i v e  u n i t  and i s  r e l y i n g  on i t  as t h e  t e a m ' s  m a jo r  s t r e n g t h  t h i s  
y e a r ,  w h i le  Montana’s d e fe n s e  i s  th e  g r e e n e s t  o f  t h e  two. The men who make th e  t a c k l e s  
f o r  t h e  G r i z z l i e s  have h e l d  up  very  w e l l  t h i s  y e a r ,  however, . They h e l d  South Dakota to  
one touchdown and 174 t^Xal ya rds  and North Dakota to  two touchdowns and 266 t o t a l  y a r d s .
more
- MONTANA FACES--2
The Mustangs run out o f  the  S l o t - I  format ion and throw the  b a l l  30 to 40 t imes a 
game. Montana's  Wishbone T, on the  o th e r  hand, i s  almost t o t a l l y  a running game.
End- l inebacker  coach and scout Ron Nord saw the  Cal Poly-Boise  S t a t e  game and says 
Cal Poly i s  much sm a l le r  than Montana, bu t  has good o v e r a l l  sneed.
New Cal Poly qua r te rback  Steve Bresnahan was backup man to  Don Milan the  l a s t  two 
years  and i s  r a t e d  by Mustang coach Harper as an e x c e l l e n t  runner  and p a s s e r .  Nord says 
Bresnahan i s  the  b e s t  a l l - a r o u n d  s ig n a l  c a l l e r  the  C r i z z l i e s  have Faced t h i s  yea r .
Nord says Cal Poly i s  a deep t h r e a t  a l l  the  t ime ,  p r i n c i p a l l y  because o f  6 -0 ,  170 
lb .  j u n i o r  s p l i t  r e c e i v e r  Mike Amos. As a sophomore, Amos caught 32 passes  f o r  604 y a rd s ,  
seven TDs and a 21.7 yards p e r  catch average .  Nord d e sc r ib e s  him as a " g r e a t  deep r e c e i v e r
The Mustang running game i s  b u i l t  around ano ther  j u n i o r - - 6 - 0 ,  180 lb .  t a i l b a c k  
Darryl Thornes. Thornes runs the  100-yard dash in 9 .3  seconds and was th e  lead ing  C a l i ­
fo r n ia  C o l l e g ia t e  A t h l e t i c  A ssoc ia t ion  r u s h e r  and s c o r e r  l a s t  yea r .  He c a r r i e d  the  b a l l  
168 times fo r  914 yards  (a 5.4 yards  pe r  c a r ry  a v e rag e ) ,  caught fou r  passes  and scored  
12 touchdowns.
Swarthout says h i s  team has been bo thered  with a few minor i n j u r i e s ,  but he expec ts  
to s t a r t  the  same team he d id  a g a in s t  North Dakota l a s t  weekend.
In t h a t  game, lontana f a l t e r e d  badly  in  the  f i r s t  h a l f  and then came on s t ro n g  a f t e r  
h a l f t im e  and scored four  touchdowns to  win,  27-14.
"We know they are a deep t h r e a t ,  and we've been working on t h a t , "  Swarthout s a i d ,
"and we've been t r y i n g  to  c o r r e c t  mis takes  in the  l a s t  game. But mainly we've j u s t  got to  
t r y  to be more c o n s i s t e n t . "
The team f l i e s  out o f  Missoula  a t  1:30 p.m. Sa turday ,  d epar t s  San Luis Obispo about 
midnight and i s  scheduled to  r e tu r n  to  Missoula  about 3:30 a.m. Sunday.
(The game w i l l  be b roadcas t  l i v e  over KYLT Radio in  Missoula  and t e l e v i s e d  by 
KGVO T e lev is ion  fo r  a t a p e -d e la y  b ro ad cas t  on Channel 13 a t  11 p.m. Sunday.)
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